
BACKGROUNDER: CLUB SALVIATINO 

 
American universit y students for at least the past 50 years have enjoyed life-changing experiences in the 
enchanting cit y of Florence. For a 20-year span many lived and studied at this spectacular villa that sits 
above, but not beyond, the splendor of Renaissance Florence. The villa il Salviatino has been returned to 
its historic grandeur thanks to the vision and commitment of the Pigozzo family. In honor of them, and in 
tribute to the first exposure of many to the wondrous sense of fully engaged learning, a unique private club 
at il Salviatino has been created, dedicated to gatherings of friends and families for continuing, life-long 
learning and personal enrichment.   It is the first of its kind in the hospitalit y industry.  The club is 
hosting a series of intimate conversations by notable leaders and experts to enrapture guests and ignite 
cultural learning once again. The art of cinema, viticulture & oenology, and culinary skills, spiced with 
music, politics, ideas, and history will be explored.    
 
During March & April, 2010, Club Salviatino invites distinguished experts to headline the week for 
members who are some of the most successful, inf luential, and curious individuals in the world. Graduates 
of Stanford Universit y, those of Smith College, Cornell Universit y, NYU, Georgetown Universit y, 
Syracuse Universit y, Sarah Lawrence College, Gonzaga Universit y, Middlebury College, and all others 
who have study centers in Florence, or indeed, in Italy may join the Club and attend the festival. The 
invited speakers include individuals of substance, acclaim, and superior accomplishment in subjects of 
current interest to members. Those at the pinnacle of their professions will share their knowledge, ideas, 
and latest projects with a group of well traveled, highly educated opinion makers. It may be the most 
thrilling opportunit y to experience a cultural and intellectual ‘worm-hole’ ever encountered.  Il Salviatino 
provides the perfect environment for such an exchange. Its elegance and privacy contribute to candid 
discussions and immersed learning. Its grounds and spa offer contemplative relaxation. The cit y of 
Florence opens its Renaissance soul once more and beckons renewed exploration.  Headline speakers 
include: 

 
 
*The Club endeavors to provide members and guests with the most memorable experiences of their lives.  It also dedicates a portion of its revenues in support of the Tommasino Bacciotti 
Foundation of Florence to pursue research and care for children with cerebral cancer. 



 

Florence, April 5-9, 2010 
Sports, Hollywood, and Their Champion 

 

 
 

No one in Hollywood today can match Michael Tollin’s cinematic stories of sports and youth.  
Whether telling of sports heroes, large and small, or of youthful pretenders or wannabes, Michael 
captures slices of all our lives and with humor, insight, and open heart replays them for an 
impact like no other.  The results have earned him Emmy Awards, Peabody Awards, and Academy 
Award nominations. They have also earned him a success that continues to surprise even him. 
 

The Wide Screen: Wild Hogs (John Travolta, Tim Allen, Martin Lawrence, Bill Macy), Coach 
Carter (Samuel L. Jackson), Dreamer (Kurt Russell, Dakota Fanning, Kris Kristofferson), 
Hardball (Keanu Reeves, Diane Lane, John Hawkes), Varsity Blues (James Van Der Beek, Amy 
Smart, Jon Voight), Summer Catch (Freddie Prinze, Jr., Jessica Biel, Brian Dennehy), Big Fat Liar 
(Frankie Muniz, Paul Giamatti, Amanda Byrnes), Radio (Cuba Gooding, Jr., Ed Harris, Alfre 
Woodard), and more… 
 
The Small (even wider-reaching) Screen: One Tree Hill, Smallville, 30-for-30, Hank Aaron: 
Chasing the Dream, Arli$$, Kenan & Kel, All That, Cousin Skeeter, I’m with Her, Bonds on Bonds, 
What I Like About You, The Bronx is Burning, etc., etc. 

 
Meeting Michael, in a small group setting, surrounded by the splendor of Florence, is an 
opportunity that will come only once in a lifetime.  The walled and gated villa il Salviatino aloft the 
Renaissance Florence provides privacy and security.  It also ensures the intimacy of a select group 
entitled to engaging with this ace of Hollywood for a few days this spring.  If film intrigues you, how 
could you miss this? 
 
Deluxe Doubles with breakfast start at Euro 280 per night.  Availability is strictly limited.   

 
 
For reservations or more information, contact: 
Jeff Burton, Director, Club Salviatino 
jeff.burton@clubsalviatino.com  
Tel: (650) 868-5437 




